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Ball told MacNamara that the President is concerned by a 
newsticker item just in about the press conference General 
Ky has been having in Saigon. MacNamara said he had not 
yet read it. Ball said there are two kinds of problems: 

(1) he talks about actual sabotage operations. MacNamara 
said he talks about our plan 34-A. (2) Second thing which 

concerned the President directly and immediately was the 
statement that Ky had asked MacNamara for jet combat planes 
and had been turned down. MacNamara asked if General 
Ky said that; Ball replied that so^far had turned down 
a Vietnamese request for jet combat planes which were badly 
needed; then Ky said. he would like to have twin=engine B-57 
canberras; he said he has 50 pilots. 

McNamara said he would get Sy on it; in meantime MacNamara 
said to say the following: McNamara checked on this the 

other day and at that time his recollection was there were 
9 Vietnamese pilots trained on jet trainers; zero trained 
on combat jets. MacNamara said he didn't recall any request 
from them for jet aircraft to be used within the borders 
of South Viet Nam nor have there been any recommendations 
that such aircraft are appropriate for operations in South 
Viet Nam. The propeller-driven aircraft that are currently 
assigned to the Vietnamese air force for those operations 
are the best aircraft for that purpose. MacNamara said the 
best evidence of that is a few days when consideration of 
what type of aircraft to use in Laos in connection with 
operation Triangle was up, the jets were initially proposed 
and then cancelled because they were not satisfactory and 
the Commanders came in and recommended that we use A-l 
instead. MacNamara said this illustr ates that where you 
have no air opposition, there isn't any in South Viet Nam, 
and where you have convoy in close air support of helicopter 
operations, you require slow moving aircraft and jets are 
not appropriate for those purposes. 

Ball said the press may interpret this as meaning jets to 
use against the North have been turned down. MacNamara 
said he would say he has not asked for them and he is not 
qualified to utilize them; he has zero pilots qualified 
for combat jets. 
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Bob Manning asked if he were queried would we consider 
responding to such a request, the reply would be that no 
such recommendation has been made and no such capability 
exists. MacNamara agreed. 
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